SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
possibly have been written or constructed* Synthetic-
ally, if we were to delve deeper into classical history we
should be able to apply these theoretical considerations
to a dozen distinct Greek cities. In each case (excepting
Sparta, whose analytical foundations were distinct) the
same general conditions would be found, but with
subtle differences, each of which would again require
the dual process of analysis and synthesis for its
elucidation.
Again, we might take the perspective of Medieval
feudalism. Analytically, we should have found
common, basic conditions, without which feudalism
in any part of Europe would have been impossible.
Some of these would be: reliance mainly upon agricul-
ture of lands formerly connected politically and
commercially within the framework of the Roman
Empire, the existence of a technique of government
(horses, bows and arrows and a priesthood) that
demanded routine organisation, yet rendered forcible
centralism difficult. Certain definite methods of waging
war and wielding power (land and Christianity, rather
than slaves and money, as in Greece) implied a social
structure very like that of feudal Europe. Synthetically,
however, the arrangement of these conditions varied
considerably in different parts of Europe. In Italy, on
account of the chopped-up nature of the landscape,
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